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Rocket is one of the most famous locomotives of all
time. Designed and built by the engineers George
Stephenson and his son, Robert, Rocket competed in
the famous Rainhill Trials near Liverpool, England in
1829. At the time, the future of steam locomotives
was anything but certain, and the Directors of the
Liverpool and Manchester Railway had been advised
to use fixed steam engines on their new line instead
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of locomotives. Rocket stunned the onlookers by .

reaching a dizzying speed of 30 mph in demonstrations, Copy Deadline

and, by winning the competition, secured the future

of locomotives for use on railroads. The illustration is February Issue ............coee. Jan 5
from Samue! Smiles’ Lives of the engineers (London, May ISSUE..coovnmivinenniins April 1
1861-62). (Photo and caption courtesy of the Linda August ISSUE.......ocoivineinns July 1
Hall Library of Science, Engineering & Technology, November Issue................ Oct 1
where the exhibition “Locomotion: Railroads in the

Early Age of Steam,” is on display through March 20,

2009.)
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