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One of the passions of British science in the nineteenth
century was geomagnetism. Magnetic observatories were
established all over the world, to record the variation,
declination, and intensity of the earth’s magnetic field.
When Francis McClintock went searching for the lost
Franklin expedition in the Canadian arctic in 1857, he
took the time to set up his own observatory on Somerset
Island. So that the readings would not be affected by any
nearby metal, the entire structure was built of blocks of
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