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chemistry or pathology. One of these
appointees became the chemical intern
while his counterpart soon became
known as the pathologic intern. As the
intern on chemistry, young Cantarow
began his first research and before
completion of the full internship six
original papers appeared under his

a monograph on ‘Calcium Metabo-
lism,” the first work of its kind to
appear and one that remained popu-
lar for many years.

“In 1932 he was appointed Bio-
chemist to the hospital in charge of the
laboratories of clinical biochemistry.
1932 also dated the publication of the

one of Philadelphia’s fine old homes
on Delancey Street.

“About this time also, he became
associated with Dr. Harold W. Jones
in the teaching of clinical laboratory
methods. After Dr. Jones left the
laboratory, Dr. Cantarow remained in

(right) DR. CANTAROW
xpresses His Appreciation
of the Henor Given Him.

name. It was as an intern, too, that
Dr. Cantarow began his first teaching
at the request of Dr. Thomas McCrae,
then the Magee Professor of Medicine.
The assignment was in physical diag-
nosis, the phase of medical teaching
which Dr. McCrae regarded as the
most important.

“Busy years followed. The discovery
of the parathyroid hormone in 1925
by Collip stimulated Dr. Cantarow’s
interest in the metabolism of calcium,
and he continued this research while
a Fellow in the Department of Chest
Diseases under Dr. Elmer Funk. The
result was the publication in 1930 of

first edition of his 'Clinical Biochem-

istry,” one of the most widely used
works of its kind. Now in its fifth
edition, it has been translated into
five languages—the most recent Japa-
nese.

“In that eventful year, however, he
was not so preoccupied with bio-
chemistry that he failed to find time—
and plenty of it—to court and marry
Elizabeth Stern, a charming member
of an old Philadelphia family and a
talented graduate in Psychology from
the University of Pennsylvania. With
their attractive daughter, Ellen, they
have long been gracious occupants of

28

1944.
monograph on ‘Lead Poisoning’ was

charge until In that year a
published. Throughout these years he
maintained close contact with the De-
partment of Medicine both as a teacher
and as a research worker in inorganic
metabolism. His ability in this field
was recognized by his appointment as
an Associate Professor of Medicine in
1939. During that period Dr. Hobart
A. Hare, the brilliant Professor of
Therapeutics, was his closest adviser,
and the stimulating association and
close friendship have remained among
Dr. Cantarow’s fondest memories of
his earlier years at Jefferson.



“In 1945 he became Professor of
Biochemistry. One of Dr. Cantarow’s
great qualities has been his intense
loyalty to Jefferson and we have reason
to be grateful for it. Several leading
medical schools made attractive offers
but he refused all of them. There
followed years of devoted teaching
and intensive research, for the pro-
fessorial chair has always been his
laboratory stool. His research includes
studies in liver function, in the inter-
mediary metabolism of steroid hor-
mones, and in experimental carcino-
genesis. This work is represented in
more than 200 original publications.
In 1954 the first edition of his widely
used textbook ‘Biochemistry” appeared.
Published that same year was ‘Endo-
crinology,” of which Dr. Cantarow was
co-author with Doctors Paschkis and
Rakoff. In 1957 he was one of six
Americans, among an international
group, selected to be delegates to the
African Congress on Liver Cancer. He
has since been named to the Board of
Directors of the American Association
for Cancer Research.

“It is unlikely, however, that Dr.
Cantarow is honored by this class
today because of his distinguishea
position as a biochemist or his reputa-
tion as a brilliant investigator. Rather,
as casual questioning quickly suggests,
this honor is done him because of
what he is as a man, as a teacher, and
as a friend. On two occasions gradu-
ating classes dedicated their yearbook
to him—in 1943 when he was an
Associate Professor of Medicine and
again in 1959 as Head of the Depart-
ment of Biochemistry. This is unique
in our school history. There is an-
other little known and unpublicized
activity which tells even more about
the man. Dr. Cantarow has spent
much time and effort in helping a
number of young men get a proper
start in research. The value of this
stimulus and aid at a critical time in

cannot be over-esti-

young careers
mated.

“Dr. Cantarow is a friendly man
and a warm one. He has humility and
a sense of humor. His colleagues, as
well as his students, like and respect

him. More than this, he has that great
quality mankind needs so much today
—integrity. The Class of 1960 has
chosen to honor a rare individual and
I congratulate you.”

Mr. Hushion and Mr. Howard E.
Hock, Chairman of the Portrait Com-
mittee, then unveiled the portrait and
Dr. William A. Sodeman, Dean, ac-
cepted it on behalf of the Board of
Trustees, the Administration and the
Alumni.

Doctor Sodeman said, "It gives me
the greatest of pleasure to accept this
portrait of Dr. Cantarow. I think you
can see, as you look at it, the fine
work the artist has done. This is not
just another portrait for our halls, for
it brings out the personality and feel-
ing of Dr. Cantarow, and is a real
addition to our collection of portraits
of Jefferson ‘greats.’

“Dr. Haskell, as he said, is an old
friend of Dr. Cantarow’s. I am a new
friend, having known him only dur-
ing the two and one-half years since
I have been at Jefferson, and I believe
Dr. Haskell's remarks reflect very well

(left) Left to right—MR.

ALDEN WICKS, the Artist;
MR. HOCK, Chairman of the
Portrait Committee, and
MR. HUSHION, President of
the Senior Class.




