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(above) Left to righ t- MISS ELLEN CANTAROW, JUSTICE STERN (Mrs. Cantarow's Uncle), DR. CANTAROW,
DR. HASKELL, DR. SODEMAN and MRS. CANTAROW Grouped Abou t DR. CANTAROW 'S Portrait.

" It is our good fortune," Dr.
Haskell said, " that the laboratorytook
precedenceover the concert stage and
that he developed an interest in
metabolismrather than in the perfec
tion of his backhandstrokes.That this
young man should go into medicine,
however, was almost foreordained
his father, paternal grandfather, three
uncles and an aunt were all in medi
cine.

" As a first year student Abraham
Cantarow's unusual ability was recog
nized early and before the end of that
year he was made an assistant in the
laboratoryof Dr. Philip B. Hawk, then
Professor of Biochemistry. His first
summer vacation was spent in the same
laboratory and it was here that he met

Dr. Max Trumper, biochemist to the
hospital. That association committed
him firmly to biochemistry.

"The ease with which this young
studentcompleted his day's assignment
was often a source of frustration to
his roommates.Finishing his studies
early, he would retire to another part
of the house and the strains of violin
music would be heard. More often
than not it would be the music of
Bach. Perhaps the influence of the
great composer has carried over into
the later years of the biochemist. It
has been said of Bach that he, more
than most of his contemporaries, 'ex
pressed thespirit of his age.' Today it
may be said of Biochemistry that it
expresses best thespirit of modern
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medicine. And one of the great ex
ponentsof that scienceis our respected
Professor of Biochemistry."

Dr. Haskell told of Dr. Cantarow's
having been a member of a dance
orchestra composed of Jefferson stu
dents during his undergraduate days,
but said that his hobbies today areless
strenuous. He l istens to good music
and reads a great deal of biography
and history, devoting any spare time
to photography.

" Following graduationwith honors,"
Dr. Haskell continued, "Dr. Cantarow
elected the biochemical internship at
Jefferson. In thosedays, the Jefferson
internship was of the rotating type for
27 months. Two of the internships in
cluded a preliminary first year in bio-



chemistry or pat ho logy. One ot these
appointees became the chemical intern
whil e his counterp art soon became
known as the pathologic intern. As the
intern on chemistry, young Cantarow
began his first research and before
completion of the full internship six
original paper s app eared und er his

a monograph on 'Calcium Met abo
lism,' the first work of its kind to
appear and one that remain ed popu
lar for many years .

" In 193 2 he was appointed Bio
chemist to the hospital in charge of the
laboratories of clini cal biochemistry.
1932 also dated the pub lication of the

one of Phil adelph ia's fine old homes
on Delancey Street.

" About this time also, he became
associated with D r. H arold W . Jones
in the teaching of clinical laboratory
methods. After Dr. Jones left the
laborator y, Dr. Cant arow remained in

(right) DR. CANTAROW
:xpresses His Appreciation

of th e Ho nor Given Him .

name. It was as an intern, too, that
D r. Can tarow began his first teachin g
at the requ est of D r. Thomas McCrae,
then the Magee Professor of Medicine.
The assignment was in physical diag 
nosis, the phase of medical teaching
which Dr. McCrae regarded as the
most important.

" Busy years followed. Th e discovery
of the parathyroid hormone in 1925
by Collip stimulated D r. Cantarow's
interest in the metabolism of calcium,
and he continued this research whil e
a Fellow in the Department of Chest
D iseases under D r. Elmer Funk. The
result was the publi catio n in 1930 of

first edition of his 'Cl inical Biochem
istry,' one of the most wide ly used
works of its kind . N ow in its fifth
edition, it has been trans lated into
five languages-the most recent Japa
nese.

" In that eventful year , however, he
was not so preoccupied with bio
chemistry that he failed to find time
and plenty of it-to court and marry
Elizabeth Stern , a charming member
of an old Philadelphia family and a
talent ed graduate in Psychology from
the University of Pennsylvania. W ith
their attractive daug hter, Ellen , they
have long been gracious occupants of
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charge unti l 1944. In that year a
monograph on 'Lead Poisonin g' was
published. Throughout these years he
maintained close contact with the De
partment of Medicine both as a teacher
and as a research worker in inorga nic
metaboli sm. H is ability in this field
was recogn ized by h is appointment as
an Associate Professor of Medicine in
1939. During that period Dr. Ho bart
A. Hare, the brilli ant Professor of
Th erapeuti cs, was his clo est adviser,
and th e stimulating association and
close fri endship have remained among
Dr. Cant arow 's fond est memories of
his earlier years at Jefferson.



" In 1945 he became Professor of
Biochemistry. On e of Dr. Cant arow 's
g reat qual ities has been his intense
loyalty to Jefferson and we have reason
to be grateful for it. Several leading
medical schools made attractive offers
but he refused all of them. Th ere
followed years of devoted teachin g
and intensive research, for the pro
fessorial chair has always been his
laboratory stool. His research includes
studies in liver fun ction , in the inter
mediary metaboli sm of steroid hor
mones, and in experimental carcino 
genesis. This work is repr esented in
more than 200 origin al publi cation s.
In 1954 the first edition of his widely
used textbook 'Biochemistry' app eared.
Publi shed that same year was 'Endo
crinology,' of which D r. Can tarow was
co-author with Do ctors Paschkis and
Rakoff. In 1957 he was one of six
Americans, among an international
group, selected to be delegat es to the
Afri can Congr ess on Liver Cancer. H e
has since been named to the Board of
Directors of the American Association
for Cancer Research.

" It is unlikely, however, that D r.
Cant arow is honored by this class
today because of h is distingu isheci
position as a biochemist or his reputa
tion as a brilliant investigato r. Rather,
as casual questioning qui ckly suggests ,
this honor is don e him because of
what he is as a man, as a teache r, and
as a fri end . On two occasions gradu
ating classes dedicated their yearbook
to him-in 1943 when he was an
Associate Professor of Medicine and
again in 1959 as H ead of the Depart
ment of Biochemistry. This is unique
in our school history. Th ere is an
other little known and unpublicized
activity which tells even more about
the man. D r. Cantarow has spent
much time and effort in helping a
number of young men get a proper
start in research . Th e value of this
stimulus and aid at a critical time in
young careers cannot be over-esti
mated.

" D r. Cantarow is a friendly man
and a warm one. H e has humility and
a sense of humor. H is colleague s, as
well as his students, like and respect

him . More than this, he has tha t great
quality mankind needs so much today
- integrity. Th e Class of 1960 has
chosen to hono r a rare individu al and
I congratulate you."

M r. Hu shion and Mr. Howard E.
Ho ck, Chairman of the Portrait Com
mittee, then unveiled the portrait and
Dr. W illi am A. Sodernan, Dean, ac
cepted it on behalf of the Board of
Trustees, the Administ ration and the
Alumni.

Doctor Sodeman said, " It g ives me
the greatest of pleasure to accept this
portrait of Dr. Can tarow. I thin k you
can see, as you look at it, the fine
work the artist has don e. Th is is not
just anothe r portrait for our halls, fo r
it brin gs out the personality and feel
ing of Dr. Cantarow , and is a real
addition to our collection of portraits
of Jefferson 'g reats.'

" D r. H askell , as he said, is an old
fri end of Dr. Cantarow's, I am a new
friend , having known him only dur 
ing the two and one-half years since
I have been at Jefferson, and I believe
Dr. H askell's remarks reflect very well

(left) Left to right-MR.
ALDEN W ICKS, the Artist;
MR. HOCK, Chairman of the
Port rai t Co mmittee , and
MR. HUSHION, Pre sid e nt of
the Se nior Class .


