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Members of the Departments of Psychiatry and Neuro-Psychiatry have the
privilege of admitting and treating patients, but all of the staff of the Medical
Center refer patients to the Unit. Private, semi-private, and ward patients are all
admitted to the same area. Few ward patients are admitted. The majority of the
patients are semi-private, and the coverage length of stay is three weeks. Blue
Cross allows twenty days of coverage for the care of psychiatric illness.

The purpose of the Psychiatric Unit in the General Hospital is to provide
intensive short-term treatment for the emotionally ill. Men, women, and ado-
Jescents are admitted to the Unit. All types of cases, except the severely disturbed,
are admitted. A large percentage of the patients admitted to the Unit are depres-
sions, reactive or involutional. Other psychotic and neurotic disorders, character
disorders, alcoholics and drug addicts are admitted.

The Staff of the Unit is composed of a Director, Nursing Supervisor, five
staff nurses, four nurses aides, four attendants, and an occupational therapist,
and a secretary-receptionist. Psychiatric Experience helps a great deal when com-
ing to work on an intensive treatment unit, but the interest in working with pa-
tients, and a feeling for people, has helped in training personnel for the Unit.

The rapid turnover of patients, the variety of cases, and seeing that emotion-
ally ill patients can get well and return to full normal lives makes working on
fourteenth annex an interesting experience.

Rachel Clark, R.N., Nursing Supervisor

PROGRESS OF THE ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION

1891—Founding of the School of Nursing (with a two year training course ), or-
ganized by Chief Nurse, Miss I£lla Benson.

1895—Jefferson Nurses’ Alumnae Association was organized by Susan C.
Hearle, a graduate of the Training School of The Philadelphia General
Hospital. Miss Hearle was an English woman and had received her first
training under Florence Nightingale.

1912—Jefferson Nurses’ Alumnae Association Relief Fund was established.

1932—The first Jefferson Nurses’ Alumnae prize was awarded. This prize is
awarded to the member of the graduating class who attains the highest
average during the three year course.

1933—First Alumnae Day.
1935—First Alumnae Bulletin printed.
1936—The Nurses’ Alumnae Scholarship Loan Fund was established.

1942—The Clara Melville Scholarship Fund was made available to a graduate of
the Jefferson Hospital School of Nursing.

1956—The first Thomas A. Shallow Memorial prize (donated by the Nurses’
Alumnae Association) was awarded. This prize is awarded to the member
of the graduating class who has demonstrated the greatest proficiency in
Operating Room Technique.
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THE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE

I solemnly pledge myself before God and in the presence
of this assembly to pass my life in purity and to practice my
profession faithfully. I will abstain from whatever is deleteri-
ous and mischievous, and will not take or knowingly admin-
ister any harmful drug. I will do all in my power to maintain
and elevate the standards of my profession, and will hold in
confidence all personal matters committed to my keeping, and
all family affairs coming to my knowledge in the practice of
my profession. With loyalty will I endeavor to aid the physi-
cian in his work, and to devote myself to the welfare of those
commiitted to my care.

RESUME OF ALUMNAE MEETINGS
SepremBer 8, 1964
26 members present — 5 guests.

[t was :uuu.mncc(l that the graduating class of the School of Nursing was to
be guest of the Alumnae Association at a breakfast, Friday, September 11, 1964,
at 8:45 a.m. in the Greene Countrie Room at Stouffers, Penn Center Plaza.

No applications were received for the Fall, 1964 Scholarship.
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Delegates for the P.N.A. Convention held in Philadelphia, October 26
through October 30, 1964 were :

President Mary Ann Stauffer
General Duty Louise Baxter
Nursing Service E. Nancy Scott
Private Duty Catherine Prendergast

A recommendation was made and accepted to reserve a hotel room for the
use of delegates and others of the alumnae attending the convention.

A recommendation was also made and accepted to give the School of Nurs-
ing money to send students to the P.N.A. Convention in October, 1964.

Octoser 13, 1964

22 members present.

Applications were presented from the 74 members of the 1964 graduating
class of the School of Nursing,

A recommendation was made and accepted that the picture of the President
of our association appear on the front page of our Bulletin. The association will
pay to have the picture taken.

It was recommended and accepted that the In Memoriam Card be printed.

It was recommended and accepted that each delegate to the P.N.A. Conven-
tion be given $30 for their convention expenses; and that $50 be given to the
School of Nursing to be used for the students attending the S.N.A.P. Convention.

A recommendation was made and accepted that $75 be contributed to the
United Fund.

A recommendation was made and accepted to accept “in toto” the 74 appli-
cations for membership from the graduating class.

It was recommended and accepted that the By-Laws committee review the
Jy-Laws for any changes necessary before printing.

Mrs. Rachel Clark, Head Nurse of Jefferson’s Psychiatric Department, ex-
plained the organization of the unit and newer trends in psychiatric nursing.
NovEMBER 3, 1964

21 members present.

The ballot for the annual election in January was presented by Miss Florence
Roche, chairman of the Nominating Committee.

It was recommended and accepted that the Alumnae Association give the
Reader’s Digest as a Christmas gift to the following :

Mabel Boller Mary Mullen
[Emma Knock Bernice Collins
Nellie Hill Florence Hawke

Emma Frigar

It was recommended and accepted that the Social Committee proceed with
plans for a Christmas Party. Recommendation was also made and accepted that
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the committee look into the possibility of a “social hour” following the monthly
meetings — coffee, tea, and cakes to be served.

. Excellent PNA Convention reports were given by: Miss Prendergast, Mrs.
Scott, Miss Baxter, and Miss Stauffer,

A letter was read from Mr. Coffee stating the Governor’s Hospital Study
Commission has recommended that hospital courtesy discounts for persons other
than hospital employees be discontinued. The Board of Trustees of the Jefferson
Medical College Hospital has ruled that discounts in rates for hospitalization will
be authorized for hospital employees ONLY as of November 3, 1964, Therefore
members of the Alumnae Association, who are not on the Hospital payroll, as

well as members of the clergy, will be billed at the rates established for all hos-
pital patients.

JaNvary 5, 1963
51 members present.

The annual election of officers was held. Results were :
First Vice-President  Elsie Skvir
Secretary Florence Roche
Board of Directors Evelyn Curran, Vivian Moyer

3 After lengthy discussion the By-Laws were revised by a unanimous vote of
all present.

It was with regret that the President announced the death of an Honorary
Member, Miss Elizabeth Melville.

FeprUARY 2, 1965
24 members present.

_ An appeal was made to benefit the Building Fund, the sale of candy and
fifty-fifty drawings are now being held at the monthly meetings.

__ Chemo-therapy was the topic of an informative lecture by Dr. Arthur Weiss.
[his interesting talk aroused much discussion from the group.

MarcH, 1965

No meeting was held. A successful dinner and auction sale were held at the
nurses home on March 17. Much fun was had by all.

AprriL 6, 1965
17 members present.

Recommendation was made and accepted that the money made at the dinner
and auction sale in March be given to the Building Fund.

Jane Cox Gay has accepted the chairmanship of the Nominating Committee.

The Alumnae Association gratefully acknowledges a $300.00 donation by
Miss Margaret Melville, Honorary Member. ($125.00—Relief Fund; $100.00—
Scholarship Fund ; $75.00—General Fund).
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