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Communil_\' Health

(Continued from page 1)
sylvania Hospital, the center, and
its community board.

‘““Health centers in the com-
munity, offering one class of
service to all, poor and rich alike,
in a setting of privacy and
cleanliness. . .with attitudes of
care, concern, and courtesy’’ was
the goal outlined by Dr.
Zamostein. He emphasized the
need for increasing efforts to
improve the quality of life and the
need for the training of family
practitioners. These men would
be skilled in working with others
to provide a means of entry into
the health care system,
evaluation, care, and when
necessary, referral, while still
retaining responsibility for the
patient amd the continuity of his
care.

‘‘Health assistants should be
recruited from the community to
provide understanding and input
. .the funding of doctors must be
such that there is no change in
their remuneration depending on
the patient’s wealth.”

Following this, a number of
questions were raised from the
floor. One dealt with clinics
versus private practice. The
panel members agreed that solo
practice is on the way out, while
group practice is on the way in.
Hopefully, clinics, with their long
waits and poor, impersonalized
care, are also on the way out.
Except for health district 5, all
the city health clinics offer
categorical, not comprehensive,
care.

At the present time, most
neighborhood health centers run
at a higher price per visit than
does the private .physician. Dr.
Zamostein spoke of one in San
Francisco where the average
cost was $137 per patient visit.
Dr. Gardiner admitted that the
cost of their center is very high,
but pointed out that good quality
care is very expensive and that in
the United States today $300 is
spent per person per year, a
figure which illustrates the
necessity that we spend our
money more efficiently.

Mr. Voiro pointed out a well
run neighborhood health center
has many advantages. At the
Southeast Philadelphia Neigh-
borhood Health Center one sees
the same physician on each visit,
and free pharmaceuticals are
available. Social workers are
available, too, as are family
health workers — trained com-
munity residents similar to
physician assistants who will
give followup if an appointment is

Picture doodled on a napkin
by a waiting clinic patient

Regarding the topic of
socialized medicine, Dr. Gar-
diner noted, ‘“‘One should not
misrepresent socialized
medicine; the British have done a
particularly bad job. .Our
direction is more and more
federal involvement in health
care; the population wants it, and
it is politically expedient. . .It can
be good if structured and with
consumer control.”

However, based on Jefferson’s
experiences with its Community
Mental Health Center, Dr. Krehl
is suspicious of too much
dependence on the federal
government. ‘‘Government
planning is as uncommunity as
professional decisions. . . The rug
is pulled out from you all too
often. .OEO guidelines are
substantially unrealistic, not
open-ended; they are very
restricted and oriented toward
one segment only.”

Dr. Gardiner’s rebuttal: he is
not satisfied with the Feds — “But
it was not until OEO came along
and said, ‘Thou shalt have
community control’ that we
started it."

As for the doctor shortage, Dr.
Zamostein tossed out the idea
that it is an illusion. The problem
is the shortage of primary care
physicians. ‘‘In every country
that has nationalized all doctors,
they have done so because there
were insufficient primary care
physicians in that country.”
Hence, our own efforts to ‘‘get
sufficient primary care
physicians that government
won't nationalize care, but will
rather just pay for it.

It is possible to provide good
primary care, providing one is
willing to delegate responsibility.
In Thailand, midwives and
sanitarians handle 50 percent of
the patient load, sending the rest
to trained nurses. These, in turn,
treat nine-tenths of the patients,
sending the tenth on to a doctor
stationed at a midwifery center.
From here, the most difficult
patients go on to a medical
center. The result is good, low
cost care, with the sick getting
the human contact that they so
badly need.

Will the American Medical
Association lead the changes
discussed at the meeting? Dr.
Krehl, an optimist, feels that by
and large they will. Dr. Gardiner
feels not. “Their proposals are
woefully inadequate and still fee
for service.”

As for Dr. Zamostein’s
viewpoint, ‘‘An unequivocable no
— but the grim reaper takes care
of lots of things.”

ARIEL

Abortion Poll

(Continued from page 5)

Please answer the following
questions by filling in the infor-
mationrequested and/ or circling
the most appropriate choice.

1. Assuming that legal abortions
are performed by duly licensed
physicians under the highest me-
dical standards, should a preg-
nant woman be allowed to obtain
a legal abortion?

(a) if she is single and does
not wish to marry the man and
does not want to place the baby
for adoption or with foster par-
ents?

Yes No Undecided

(b) if she is married and child-
less and she and her husband do

Yes No Undecided
(e) if she is married and has
2 or more children and she and
her husband do not wish an ad-
ditional child?
Yes No Undecided
(d) if she is married and the
family cannot afford a child or
an additional child?
Yes No Undecided
(e) ifher physicaland/ or men-
tal health is dangerously jeop-
aridized by pregnancy and/ or
childbirth?
Yes No Undecided
(f) if there is a strong medi-
cal indication that the child will
be born with a severe congeni-
tal defect?
Yes No Undecided
2. New York State law provides
that an abortion is justifiable
when committed upon a female
with her consent by a duly licens-
ed physician acting (a) under a
reasonable belief that such is
necessary to preserve her life,
or, (b) within 24 weeks from the
commencement of her pregnancy.
Do you think that the 24-week
period should be

(a) lengthened (specify the
number of weeks) ———
(b) shortened (specify the

child will be born with a serious
physical or mental defect.

(d) (a) above and if the preg-
nancy resulted from rape.

(e) (a) above and if the preg-
nancy resulted from incest.

(f) (a) aboveandupondemand
(as in New York State).

(g)(a) above and upon demand
with the approval of two or more
physicians.

(h) Other: Please specify

FEBRUARY, 1971
agencies (f) Non-profit
abortion information & educa-
tional organizations
(g) Monthly newsletter cons:st-
ing of current information about
the status and availability of
legal abortions across the
country — ———

Please complete the following in-
formation (please print legibly).

Name (optional):—

4. Of the choices listed in Ques-
tion 3 above, which one would
you prefer to have adopted for
your State?

(a) —(b) —(¢) — (d) —
(e)—

(f) — (g) — (h) —.

5. Which of the following best
describes the need for informa-
tion regarding legal abortion in
your community?

(a) greatneed——(b)moderate

need (c) little need
(d) no need :
Through which of the following
should information regarding le-
gal abortion be made available?

(a) Local physicians & medi-

cal societies . (b) Religious
groups -. (¢) Social welfare
agencies . (d) High schools
& colleges . (e) Private, pro-

fit-making abortion referral

If you do not wish to give an ad-
dress, please indicate your

City:

State:

Age: Sex: —
Male Female

Race (optional) —— Religion
Married Divorced
Separated —— Widowed
Married Divorced —
Separated Widowed

Number of children:

Occupation:

Education:

Mary Dougherly's

Hummel Figures

Xmas Cards

opposite Jefferson Hospital

134 S. 11th St.

number of weeks

(e) remain unchanged
3. Which of the following choic-
es best describes the status of
legal abortion in your State?

(a) therapeutic abortions only
(only to save the mother’s life).

(b) above and if the mother’s
physical or mental health is
dangerously jeopardized by
pregnancy.

(b) (a) above and if the moth-
er's physical or mental health
is dangerously jeopardized by
pregnancy.

(e) (a) above and if there is a
strong medical indication that the
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