First Female
Students Admitted

to Jefferson Medical College
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On June 6, 1960, the Board of Trustees
voted to admit women to Jefterson
Medical College.

The first woman accepted was 21-year-
old Nancy Szwec (above, fifth from left),
who also won a scholarship. She and
eight other women attended thelir first
class at Jefferson on September 11,
1961. Szwec married in her junior year
and took her husband’s name, Czarnecki,
moving toward the front of the alphabet
to also become, in 1965, the first woman
to accept a JMC diploma.

Graduation Day 1965. Left to right: Mary E. Knepp, Merle P. Gross, Amilu S. Martin,
Margaret Libonati, Nancy S. Czarnecki, Carol A. Miller, Carloyn E. Parry and Joyce E. Price
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