




AFlowering Practice

For this 1978 Philadelphia Flowe r Show entry, made while she was astudent at
Jefferson,Dr. Baugh pouredcasting plaster into suction tubesthat a technician had
obtained from an operating room. " It took the plaster about threemonths to dry
inside the tubing. But then it was hard enough to stand without suppo rt, exce pt for
one stri ng ." It won first placeand Best in Show pri zes. " I'oe used medical equip
ment in several arrangem ents."

Elme r L. Grimes, M.D., Honorary
Clinical Professor of Surgery,died Sep
tember 20 at the age of seventy-six.Dr.
Grimeswas an AssistantClinical Profes
sor of Surgery at the University of Penn
sylvania from 1950 until 1972, when he
joined Jefferson'sfacult y. He servedas
Chief of Surgery at Our Lady of
Lourdes Medical Centerin Camden,
New Jersey from 1972 to 1982, and was
also on the staff of Cooper Hospital
University Medi cal Center in Camden.
In 1976 Dr. Grimeshelped found the
Medi cal Inter-Insurance Exchange of
New Jersey, one of the first physician
organized medical insurance groupsin
the country, andhe chaired its Boardof
Governors from 1976 to 1988. He was a
past President of the Camden County
Medical Society. Survivors include his
wif e, Julie, of 567 Warwick Rd., Had
donfield , NJ 08033, a daughter,and
threesons.

Edward M. Sewell , M.D., Professor of
Pediatri cs, died September 5 at the age
of sixty-seven. In 1963 Dr. Sewell co
authored Tuberculosis in Children,
which remains a definiti ve textbook
on the sub ject, according to colleagues.
In addition to his appointment at
Jefferson, he wasan Adjunct Professor
of Pediatri cs at the University of Penn
sylvania. At The Children's Hospital of
Pennsylvania, he directed the Cystic
Fibrosis Center and the Division of
Respirat ory Diseasesfro m 1974 to 1980.
A past President of the American Lung
Association, Dr. Sewell had receivedits
highest award for volunteerservice , the
Will RossMeda l. From 1975 to 1985, he
chaired the Philadelphi aPediatric Pul
monaryCenter, a consortium of pul 
monarydiseasedivisionsat Jefferson,
the Hospi tal of the University of Penn
sylvania, Temple University Hospit al,
and HahnemannUniversity Hospital.
He is survived by his wife, Jean, of 314
W. Carpenter Ln., Philadelphia, PA
19119, two daughters, and a son.

Amos S. Wainer, M.D. , Honorary
Assistant Professor of Obstetri cs and
Gynecology,died October 23 at the
age of seventy-seven. Dr. Wainer main
tained a practiceat the Castallo-Wainer
Clinic for Women in Center City Phila
delphia until 1978. He was the social
chairma nand treasurer of the Jefferson
Obstetricsand Gynecology Ex-Residents
Society. He is survived by his wife,
Anita, of 2031 Locust St., Philadelphia,
PA 19103.

Thr iving plan ts hangfrom the ceiling
and f ill the shelvesin the examining
roomsof Wilfr eta G. Baugh, M.D. '79,
in a hand some 1840s stone structure in
the Germantownsection of Philadel
phia. She installs freshflower arrange
ments each week as well because "the
patients love them."

So do the judgesat the Philadelphia
Flower Show, where Dr. Baugh's

arrangements have won numerous fir st
place and Best in Show prizes over the
pasttwent y years.

She enters classesin the show wi th
specific them es for arrangements, such
as evoking a restaurant or song. In 1989
she captured a blue ribbon for "Red
Sails in the Sunset." Another challenge
was to interpret EugeneO'Neill's play
A Long Day's Journey Into Night.
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With her granddaughter

to the hospital, you put him in your
car and tak e him there. You give him
money to tak e a cab there. Sometimes
you have to make arrangements for
him , take care of him financially. You
have to be conce rne d ab out how the
person's famil y treats him, how his
neighbor treats him , what kind of living
arrangements he has. If he lives in a
house without any heat, you can give
him all the antibiotics in the world, but
he's not go ing to ge t any better."

Dr. Bau gh is thinking of having
ano the r ph ysician join her. She always
has a student working in her office. The
current one, a sophomo re at Temple
University, says Dr. Baugh has inspired
her to go into medi cine. Asked what
would be a goo d background for join
ing a pr actice such as hers, Dr. Baugh
says, "You need someone whos e outlook
on peopl e is similar-who wants to take
care of them , wants to be involved with
them , is inter ested in their total lives."

-M.e.
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Philadelphia Flower Show, which will
run from March 10 through March 17
at the Civic Cent er.

Dr. Baugh finds her inter ests in med 
icine and flower arranging "a very
peaceful kind of existence to have." She
is President -elect of the Medical Society
of Eastern Penn sylvania, an affiliate of
the National Medical Association, and
serves on the Executive Committee of
the Jefferson Medical Coll ege Alumni
Association. Her acti vity seem s cen
tered around guiding, healing, raisin g,
caring about the whole.

Did any particular expe rience influ
ence her? Perhaps her husband's death
from leuk emia whil e she was a medi cal
student. "It taught me to listen to peo
ple's feelin gs about illness. My two
children and I needed each other a
great deal during that tim e. On e tended
to deny that he was dying, which was
the wrong way to approach it: it denied
him comfort. Peopl e admit to the fact
when they have a terminal illness. It is
the same with any sick patients; now I
try to appreciate what they are expe ri
encing , and to talk ab out it. Th ey need
that support."

After an intern al medi cin e residency
at Albert Einstein Medi cal Cent er in
Philadelphia, she spent six month s
working with a famil y practiti oner,
whi ch was "the best thing I could have
chosen, because it increased my aware
ness of patient s' overall situation.

"If a person gets sick and can 't ge t
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Dr. Baugh with one of her patient s, who also is a m ember of her garden club, in an
exam ining room filled with plants.

For a 1988 arrangement Dr. Baugh
welded togeth er pieces of wrought -iron
fencing.

The classes specify differ ent sizes of
display, from "small niche" to "room."
Although flowers are the focus, other
properti es are allowed, such as nonflow
ering plants, furniture, accessories, or
wall hangings. The interplay of flowers
and other eleme nts is cruc ial.

Dr. Baugh's arra ngeme nts feature
forceful abs trac t shapes that she sculpts
herself.

"When you display competitively,
wha t matt ers is not even the beauty of
a container so mu ch as the originality,
and how well it fits the motif you've
chose n." Dominating the stairwell at
her office is a vine she pull ed out of the
woods in Valley For ge and twisted into
a prizewinning containe r. She welded
another out of old fire stairs.

Dr. Baugh is a past Chairman of Our
Garden Club , a Germantown group to
which she has belon ged since 1971, and
which meets mostly at her office . She
guides and enco urages other members'
projects, and collec ts raw materials for
the club, like coral with unu sual tex
tur es, and hardened buds. She is plan
ning a greenhouse for growing flowers.

The club has decorated Lem on Hill ,
Mount Pleasant, and Woodford, thr ee
historic mansions in Fairmount Park,
as part of a program sponsored by the
Philadelphia Museum of Art to deco
rate the Park mansions for Christmas
tours. Th ey also arrange flowers for
weddings, christenings, and parties.
Thi s spring they plan to have their own
flower show as well as participate in the




