








The classes specify different sizes of
display, from “small niche” to “room.”
Although flowers are the focus, other
properties are allowed, such as nonflow-
ering plants, furniture, accessories, or
wall hangings. The interplay of flowers
and other elements is crucial.

Dr. Baugh’s arrangements feature
forceful abstract shapes that she sculpts
herself.

“When you display competitively,
what matters is not even the beauty of
a container so much as the originality,
and how well it fits the motif you've
chosen.” Dominating the stairwell at
her office is a vine she pulled out of the
woods in Valley Forge and twisted into
a prizewinning container. She welded
another out of old fire stairs.

Dr. Baugh is a past Chairman of Our
Garden Club, a Germantown group to
which she has belonged since 1971, and
which meets mostly at her office. She
guides and encourages other members’
projects, and collects raw materials for
the club, like coral with unusual tex-
tures, and hardened buds. She is plan-
ning a greenhouse for growing flowers.

The club has decorated Lemon Hill,
Mount Pleasant, and Woodford, three
historic mansions in Fairmount Park,
as part of a program sponsored by the
Philadelphia Museum of Art to deco-
rate the Park mansions for Christmas
tours. They also arrange flowers for
weddings, christenings, and parties.
This spring they plan to have their own
flower show as well as participate in the

For a 1988 arrangement Dr. Baugh
welded together pieces of wrought-iron
fencing.
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Dr. Baugh with one of her patients, who also is a member of her garden club, in an

examining room filled with plants.

Philadelphia Flower Show, which will
run from March 10 through March 17
at the Civic Center.

Dr. Baugh finds her interests in med-
icine and flower arranging “a very
peaceful kind of existence to have.” She
is President-elect of the Medical Society
of Eastern Pennsylvania, an affiliate of
the National Medical Association, and
serves on the Executive Committee of
the Jefferson Medical College Alumni
Association. Her activity seems cen-
tered around guiding, healing, raising,
caring about the whole.

Did any particular experience influ-
ence her? Perhaps her husband’s death
from leukemia while she was a medical
student. “It taught me to listen to peo-
ple’s feelings about illness. My two
children and I needed each other a
great deal during that time. One tended
to deny that he was dying, which was
the wrong way to approach it: it denied
him comfort. People admit to the fact
when they have a terminal illness. It is
the same with any sick patients; now I
try to appreciate what they are experi-
encing, and to talk about it. They need
that support.”

After an internal medicine residency
at Albert Einstein Medical Center in
Philadelphia, she spent six months
working with a family practitioner,
which was “the best thing I could have
chosen, because it increased my aware-
ness of patients’ overall situation.

“If a person gets sick and can’t get
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to the hospital, you put him in your
car and take him there. You give him
money to take a cab there. Sometimes
you have to make arrangements for
him, take care of him financially. You
have to be concerned about how the
person’s family treats him, how his
neighbor treats him, what kind of living
arrangements he has. If he lives in a
house without any heat, you can give
him all the antibiotics in the world, but
he’s not going to get any better.”

Dr. Baugh is thinking of having
another physician join her. She always
has a student working in her office. The
current one, a sophomore at Temple
University, says Dr. Baugh has inspired
her to go into medicine. Asked what
would be a good background for join-
ing a practice such as hers, Dr. Baugh
says, “You need someone whose outlook
on people is similar—who wants to take
care of them, wants to be involved with
them, is interested in their total lives.”

—M.C.

With her granddaughter







