








served on the faculty at Jefferson
until 1971. He was a Fellow of the
International College of Surgeons
and the American Academy of
Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology.
Dr. Lerner served on the Executive
Committee of the Jefferson Alumni
Association. He is survived by his
wife, Marion, two sons and two
daughters, one of whom is Helen
Lerner '81.

William E. Peterson, 1948

Died October 1, 1981. Dr. Peterson
was a radiologist who practiced in
the Timonium, Maryland area. His
widow survives him.

David J. Keck, 1949

Died suddenly October 1, 1981 at
the age of 56. Dr. Keck, a general
practitioner in Fairview, Pennsyl-
vania, was Chairman of the Penn-
sylvania Medical Society Board of
Trustees at the time of his death.
President of the Erie County Medi-
cal Society in 1971, he was elected
PMS Chairman in 1978. He served
as a delegate to the AMA House of
Delegates. Team physician for the
Fairview High School, he helped
establish the Alcoholism Program
and Detoxification Center at

St. Vincent Health Center 24 years
ago. He also was associated with
St. Vincent Hospital in Erie.
Surviving are his wife, Agnes, a son
and two daughters.

Simon Markind, 1949

Died January 1, 1982 at the age of
58. Dr. Markind was Chief of Physi-
cal Medicine and Rehabilitation at
Bryn Mawr Rehabilitation Center
which is affiliated with Bryn Mawr
Hospital. He was in general practice
in Levittown, Pennsylvania until
1964. Surviving are his wife, Arlene,
two sons and a daughter.

Henry K. Shoemaker, 1949

Died November 30, 1981 at the age
of 56. Dr. Shoemaker, a neurosur-
geon, was associated with Peninsula
General Hospital in Salisbury,
Maryland. Surviving are his widow,
Beatrice, and five daughters.

Charles W. Folker, 1953

Died July 5, 1981 at the age of 52.
Dr. Folker was certified by the
American Board of Orthopaedic
Surgery and maintained offices in
Santa Barbara, California.

Thomas G. O’Brien, 1956

Died September 17, 1981 at the
age of 50. Dr. O’Brien, a resident of
Santa Barbara, California, was a
thoracic surgeon there. Prior to his
move to California Dr. O’Brien was
a Teaching Fellow at Harvard Medi-
cal School and was the recipient of
a Fullbright Fellowship for studies
in Birmingham, England. He was

a Fellow of the American College
of Surgeons. Surviving are his wife,
Gail, three sons and a daughter.

Curtis T. Todd, 1964

Died August 29, 1981. Dr. Todd,
who had served on the faculties of
the Medical Schools at the Uni-
versity of Kansas and Nebraska,

was in the private practice of obstet-
rics and gynecology in Omaha at the
time of his death. A Fellow of the
American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists he served as a
member on the National Medical
Advisory Board of Planned Parent-
hood. His major interests were tubal
reconstruction and infertility. Sur-
viving are his wife, Carol, and two
children.

Jean Atwater, Faculty

Died November 15, 1981.

Ms. Atwater, Research Associate
Professor of Medicine, helped estab-
lish and was the first Director of
the Clinical Laboratory at the
Cardeza Foundation. Active in
hematologic research at Jefferson
since 1955 she authored or co-
authored over 50 publications on
the cause and treatment of blood
diseases. Ms. Atwater served as
Secretary/Treasurer of the Phila-
delphia Hematology Societies.

Bernard J. Alpers, M.D.
1900-1981
Emeritus Professor of Neurology

Bernard J. Alpers, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Neurology and Chairman of
the Department, died November 2, 1981 at the age of 81. Doctor Alpers, a
graduate of Harvard Medical School and the Graduate School of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, was appointed to the Jefferson faculty in 1938 and
served until his retirement in 1966. An exemplary teacher and physician,
he was known at Jefferson by generations of students for his stimulating
grand rounds and by his residents for his perception of clinical problems, his
devotion to neurology, his sense of humor and enduring friendships. The
class of 1959 presented his portrait to the College.

Doctor Alpers was a past President of the American Neurological Associa-
tion, the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology and the American
Association of Neuropathologists. He was a Consultant at seven major
medical facilities and was recognized for his research in the field, particularly
for rehabilitation of stroke patients. A major contributor to professional
journals, he was the author of Clinical Neurology and of Vertigo and Dizzi-
ness, two major texts in the field.

Among Doctor Alpers’ many honors were the naming of the Alpers Neu-
rology Laboratory at Hebrew University in Israel and Alpers Disease, a rare
malady affecting the brain matter of children under 12 which he described
for the first time. He was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Law at
Jefferson in 1968.

Doctor Alpers was married to the late Doctor Lillian Sher Alpers, a
Clinical Professor of Medicine at Woman’s Medical College. Surviving are
three sons, Paul J., Edward A., and David H.
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