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Suddenly, on the evening of Jun e IS, 1979 , Jefferson lost a
loyal alumnus, a brill iant scholar, and a respected depart
ment chairman. Th e students lost both an inspiring educator
whom they had rep eatedly hon ored, and a trusted confidan t
upon whom they relied for professional guidance and per
sonal advice. Many of us have lost a loyal friend . I was privi
leged to have known him as a friend for over twenty-five
years. Th e sudden death of Go nza lo Apont e was an imm ense
shoc k and sorrow to the entire Jefferson community.

Gonzalo Enr ique Aponte was born on July IS, 1929 in
Santurce, Puerto Rico, where he began his extraordinary
and br illian t academic career as Valedictorian of his classes
in both Elemen ta ry Schoo l and High School. In 1948, fol
lowing his graduation from Geo rge town University with
majors in both philosophy and biology, he ente red Jefferson
Medical Co llege to begin a remark abl e medical career of
scholastic excellence, thoughtful and honest research , distin 
guished and inspiring teaching, and loyal and generous ser
vice. Wh ile a student, he served as President of A.O.A and,
at graduation in 1952, he received eight pri zes for aca demic
achievement. Go nza lo intern ed at Jefferson. He then took a
reside ncy in bo th anatomical and clinical pathology from
1953 to 1957 wit h Dr. Peter A. Herbut whom he succeeded
as Chairman and Head of the Dep artment ten years lat er.
After two years in the U.S. Navy, spent most ly in Guam, he
retu rned to Jeffer son in 1959 as Assistant Professor of Path
ology. The follow ing year, he was na med Jefferson 's first
Markle Scho lar and two years later he received the Lind
bach Award for Distinguished Teach ing.

Teachin g medica l stude nts was the most important and
most enjoyable asp ect of his professional life. His dedicati on
to the stude nts and to thei r education was recogni zed by ad
ditiona l awards for Distinguished Teaching from Phi Chi
and from Phi Alpha Sigma. Th e Class of 1971 pr esented his
port rait to the College and every recent class selec ted him
to admi nister the Oa th of Hippocrat es at graduation. Almost
every year, the Sophomore Class chose him to speak at Par
ent's Day. His inte rest in the stude nts extende d beyond the
classroom. He was Facu lty Advisor to Kappa Bet a Phi and
served on the Admissions, Studen t Promotions, and Gradu
ate Studies Committees, among othe rs. For over ten years,
he combined his clinical inte rests and his teach ing abilities
as Coo rdinator of Oncologic Teach ing and as Assista nt Di
rector of the Cance r Training Program . Wh enever he par
ticip ated in the C.P.C. pr esentations, a packed house in the
old "pit" was assured.

Co nzalo Aponte was a ma n of man y accomplishments
and many activit ies. His own scho lastic achievements and
his devotion to the students and to their education were but
two of his interests. He was an outstanding scientist who au
thored or co-autho red over fifty ar ticl es cove ring a wide
spectrum of subjec ts from ventr icu lar aneurysms; leg
cra mps in pregnancy; hypoglycem ia; congenital bowin g of
the femur; the therapy of leuk emi a; neonatal gastric perfo
rati on; tum ors of the larynx; pneum oconioses; the renin-

angio tensin system; Pompe's Disease; Bangungut ; Walt er
Ca rcinoma and Fore stomach tumors to the Relevance of Ex
amination Questions to Medical Knowledge in Medical Stu
den ts. His achi evem ents as a scientist resulted in his selec tion
as Clinica l Scientist of the Year by the Association of Clinical
Scientists in 1967 and by membership and elec ted office in
twenty-two professional societies. He also served on the Edi
torial Board of the A nn als ofClinical and Laboratory Science
and as President of the Pathology Societ y of Philadelphia.

The ultimate academ ic recogniti on of his ability cam e in
1967, just ten years after his residency, when he was ap
pointed Professor of Pathology and Cha irman of the De
partment at Jefferson. For the next twelve yea rs, he led both
the academi c and clinica l divisions of an expanding and di
versifying Department to new heights of accom plishment
and rekn own, He was justifiably proud of the large number
of his students who chose to ente r the field of path ology.

As Chairman of the Path ology Department, many addi
tional hours were requ ired for administrati ve responsi
bilities, committ ee meetings, conferences, department al
meetings, budget plann ing, and cur riculum scheduling, bu t
Conzalo Aponte no t only main tained his own rigoro us
teaching program , but he expanded it and improved it.
No thing was too much troubl e for his students. Notwith
standing all of these academi c duti es and accomplishments,
he continued to pursue his interest in medica l history as a
member of the American Association for the History of
Medicin e and as Cha irman of the Co llege of Physicians Mu
seu m Com mittee and College Collec tions Committee. He
develop ed a popular aft er-dinner pr esent ati on of slides of
diseases of famous peopl e which he gave at a recent Presi-

. dent's Club dinner.
Perh ap s, above all else, he revered and respected Jefferson

Medi cal College. He felt he owed an obliga tion to the institu 
tion which had provided his medi cal education and had
served as the focus of his entire professional caree r. He con
tributed both his tim e and his financia l support to the Jeffer
son Alumni Associa tion . He was a member of the Presiden t' s
Club and was elected President of the Alumni Associat ion in
1977. At the time of his death, he was Chairman of a Task
Force evaluating the future role of the Alumni Association
and was Cha irma n of the Alumni Co mmittee on Publications.

Co nza lo Enrique Apon te came to Jefferson as a Fr eshman
student in 1948 and he died in 1979 at the peak of a remark
abl e career of achi evement as student, scientist, educator,
administrato r and leader. He will be sore ly missed by Jeffer
son and by his moth er, Lalit a, by his siste rs Mary Martha
and Rose Marie; by his broth ers Mario, Andres, and Alfredo;
and by all who knew and admired him. Perhaps, as Dean
Kellow said at his funeral, he will be missed most of all by
the man y students who will come to Jefferson in the yea rs
ahead and will never have the opportunity to hear, to know,
and to learn from this unique, eloquent, talented gentlema n,
scholar and friend .

Benjamin Bacharach, M.D . '56



Alumni Calendar

October 3
Dinn er for Tu cson , Ar izona alumni
W estward Look Resort , Tu cson

October 6
Dinner for Phoeni x, Arizona alumni
Par adi se Valley Co untry C lub, Phoenix

October 9
Reception in conjunc t ion with th e mcet ings
of the Ame rica n Acad em y of Family
Physici ans
Th e Atl anta Hilton Hot el , Atl anta, Geo rgia

October 9
Dinner for Haw aii alumni
Waialae Coun try C lub

Oct ober 13
Din ner for Chicago area alumni
Th e Dr ake Hot el

October 13
Class of 1948 reception and dinner during
meetings of th e American Acade my of
Pedi atrics in San Francisco. All alumni
welcom e. Co ntac t Alumni Office , 1020
Locu st St ree t, for additional information.

October 17
Class Agents' Dinner
Jeffcrson Alumni Ha ll

October 23
Reception in conjunc t ion with the meetings
of the American College of Sur geon s
Th e Hyatt Regency, Ch icago

October 26
Th e President's Club Dinn er
First Na tiona l Bank Building
Society Hill , Phil ad elphia

Nove mber 4
Reception in conjunc t ion with th e me etings
of th e America n Academ y of
Ophthalm ology
Th e Fairmont Hot el, San Fran cisco
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