
Exporting References from PubMed Central (PMC) into RefWorks 

The Citation link provides a quick way to export a single citation. 

 

Alternatively, after selecting a title link, Citation is on the right. 
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Selecting this Citation link provides the option to copy in AMA, MLA or APA style, which can then pasted 
into a manuscript. As an example, an NBIB file can be downloaded for importing into RefWorks. This 
downloaded file can then be uploaded into RefWorks utilizing the same process as in Option #1C below.  

 

Exporting More Than One Reference from PMC into RefWorks 

Batch exports are best accomplished by converting the citations into the MEDLINE format first. Select the 
Display Settings menu and MEDLINE. The number selected for Items per page will be the exported 
references and, therefore, if one wishes to export more than 100, separate exports will need to be 
completed. Select Apply: 
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Resultant MEDLINE display of the first citation: 

 

At this point, two options are possible: text file upload or the copy/paste method. 

Option #1: text file upload.  
 
A. Download the MEDLINE text file, utilizing the browser’s Save Page As feature. This example is from 
Firefox.  
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B. Select Text Files, name the file and save to the computer’s hard drive: 
 

 
 
C. In RefWorks, the References tab provides the option to Import: 

 

D. In the Import References pop-up box and the From Text File menu, NLM PubMed is selected as the 
Import Filter/Data Source and PubMed as the database. Select Choose File for browsing and selecting 
the downloaded file. Choosing a previously named folder, creating a new folder or not adding to a folder 
options are provided from the Import Into Folder menu. Select Import on the lower right. 
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Option #2: Copy/Paste the MEDLINE text.  

After expanding the menu From Text and utilizing the same parameters for Import Filter/Data Source 
and Database, paste the MEDLINE text and stipulate the folder destination (if any). Select Import on the 
lower right. 

 

Note: It is always a good idea to select View Last Imported Folder to check that the fields are accurate 
for each reference, providing the necessary information for inserting in-text citations and creating a 
reference list.  
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. 
 

Selecting the Edit icon allows any changes to be made. 

 

Technology Tip: “The NCBI web site supports the current release of Chrome, Firefox and Safari, and the 
previous two versions. It also supports IE9 and above. "Supports" means that NCBI will actively work to 
identify and fix bugs.” More Browser Advice is provided here: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/browsers/. 

Need more help?  Contact a Scott Librarian: 

• Call: 215-503-6994 (service desk hours) 
• Email: askalibrarian@jefferson.edu or our online form 
• Ask in person at the 2nd Floor Service Desk 
• Chat live (Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) 
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