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Student Objectives

JEFFERSON COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH E-NEWS

Graduates of the MPH
program are expected to
be able to:

• Articulate the principles that are basic to
public health, including
methods for assessing
the determinants of the
population’s health;
• Communicate effectively with colleagues, in
and out of public health,
and the lay public, about
the scientific principles
that form the basis of the
discipline;
• Analyze published
literature in public health,
including the application
of relevant aspects of
epidemiology and biostatistics;
• Explain the variability in access to care and
public health resources,
including the workforce
in the United States and
abroad;
• Articulate the role of
psychosocial factors as
they relate to personal
behavior, public health
communications, education and impact;
• Describe the major
environmental health
hazards, their effects on
individuals, their assessment and development
of policies for protection
of the public’s health;
• Serve as a resource
for information on health
services, including aspects of healthcare financing and outcomes
measurement;
• Delineate the legal
and ethical principles
that inform public health
practice.
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ever-competitive marketplace for healthcare “A joint degree from Widener’s nationally from Widener Law to our public
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MPH Spotlight Continued...
Mark Your
Calendars!
Orientation
Friday,
September 7th
Details will be
available soon!

“I’m thrilled that we can now offer students in the
Delaware Valley with a competitive edge, by providing them with the tools needed to effect
change in their chosen areas of public health and
law,” said David B. Nash, MD, MBA, Chairman,
Department of Health Policy, Master of Public
Health Program, Jefferson Medical College of
Thomas Jefferson University.
The joint degree programs can be completed in
three to seven years, depending on which de-

gree the student chooses and whether enrollment is part-or full-time. For more information
on the joint degree programs in law and public health, please contact Professor John G.
Culhane, acting director of the Health Law
Institute at 302-477-2017 or see
www.law.widener.edu; or Jennifer Ravelli,
MPH, Thomas Jefferson University, at 215503-0174 or Jennifer.Ravelli@Jefferson.edu.

Public Health Perspective: Poverty Reduction & Health
Sign up for
ClassAlert
ClassAlert is a notification service that
sends important text
message alerts
straight to your mobile phone. Never
miss another assignment or important class announcement. Sign
on to Pulse to
register.

Poverty is the most important determinant
of health worldwide. Poverty and poor
health are mutually reinforcing and generate a vicious cycle of deterioration and
suffering.
More than one billion people around the
world live on less than one dollar per day
despite the overall growth of the world
economy. Of the 4.4 billion people in developing countries, nearly 60% lack access to sanitation, a third have no access
to clean water, 20% lack access to healthcare of any kind, and 20% do not have
sufficient dietary energy or protein. Economic disparities both within and between
countries have grown and in nearly 100
countries incomes are lower in real terms
than they were a decade ago. The world’s
richest 225 people have the combined
wealth equivalent of the annual income of
the poorest 2.5 billion people in the world
(47% of the world’s population).
In 2005, nearly 13% of the total US population (37 million) was living below the
poverty line. This percentage is significantly larger for particular population
groups, specifically children, minorities,
and those living in certain geographic areas such as inner cities. Since 2000, the
number of poor Americans has grown by
more than 6 million. The number (15.6
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million) of
Americans
living in extreme poverty,
with incomes
below half the
poverty line, is
the highest
level on record.
Public health
and medical
professionals
should assert
a strong voice and focus a proportion of their efforts on:
• Networking with, and supporting, organizations and advocacy groups concerned with poverty reduction.
• Educating health professionals and the public
on the health consequences of poverty.
• Participating in, or shaping, efforts to ensure
that the domestic and foreign policy debate in the
upcoming local, State and national elections addresses efforts to decrease extreme poverty and
its consequences.
—James Plumb, MD, MPH
If you are interested in sharing your Public Health
Perspective on an important issue in the field,
please contact Dr. James Plumb at
James.Plumb@Jefferson.edu
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